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already harming communities across
America. The report tells us that the
scientific evidence is ‘‘unequivocal.”
The impacts are being felt in every re-
gion, and they are growing more ur-
gent. They are going to get worse if we
don’t act.

A record drought is destroying crops
in California, torrential rains have
flooded Florida, and wildfires are get-
ting more intense. Coastal areas are
being inundated as sea levels rise. No
sector of our economy—from oyster
hatcheries on the west coast to maple
syrup producers in New England—are
untouched. Even allergy sufferers are
affected, as the pollen season starts
earlier and lasts longer.

The National Climate Assessment
concludes that unless we act now to
cut carbon pollution, these impacts
will intensify. No State, no commu-
nity, and no congressional district will
be spared from climate change. We will
all be affected.

And so we are at a crossroads. One
path is to listen to the scientists. We
can protect our environment by curb-
ing carbon pollution from power plants
and oil refineries. We can lead the
world in developing the clean energy
technologies of the future, like solar
and wind energy. We can meet our
moral obligation to preserve our frag-
ile atmosphere for our children and
grandchildren.

The other path is to deny the science
and ignore the growing threat of cli-
mate change. We can watch our coast-
lines flood, our forests burn, and our
crops wither. We can let the Chinese
and other countries dominate the tril-
lion-dollar market for the clean, re-
newable energy of the future.

It should be an easy choice, but the
special interests that profit from fossil
fuels are spending hundreds of millions
of dollars to obscure the issues. The
Koch brothers, the coal companies, and
the oil industry have joined forces to
stop any action to address climate
change in Congress.

Consider this: earlier this year, vir-
tually every Republican Member of the
House voted to block EPA regulation
of dangerous carbon pollution. They
even voted to deny that climate change
is occurring.

I am the ranking member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee. This
committee has jurisdiction over our
Nation’s energy policy. Over the last 3
years, Representative BOBBY RUSH, the
ranking member of the Energy Sub-
committee, and I have sent over 30 let-
ters requesting that we hold hearings
on climate science so we can make in-
formed decisions. Not even one hearing
on the science has been held.

Thankfully, President Obama is not
waiting for Congress to act. The Presi-
dent is listening to the scientists. He
recognizes the danger of uncontrolled
climate change and is using his author-
ity under existing law to cut carbon
pollution.

The President is absolutely right to
act. His climate action plan is reason-
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able, it is affordable, and it will protect
our atmosphere for our children and fu-
ture generations. It accelerates a tran-
sition to a clean energy economy that
will create millions of jobs.

The President has said he is willing
to listen to other ideas, but Repub-
licans have offered no alternatives. I
have repeatedly asked the House Re-
publicans, If you don’t like the Presi-
dent’s plan, what is your proposal? But
I have never gotten an answer because
they don’t have one.

Saying ‘‘no” to every solution is not
a plan. Doing nothing is not a plan. De-
nying the science is not a plan. No one
can accept what the scientists are tell-
ing us and fail to support a plan of ac-
tion. If Republicans aren’t going to
offer solutions, the President must
continue to act. He deserves our sup-
port.

We still have time to avoid the worst
impacts of climate change presented by
the National Climate Assessment. But
the window is closing fast. We must act
now to stop carbon pollution and in-
vest in the clean energy technologies of
the future.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 12
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. Please help us to
use it well.

We ask Your blessing upon this as-
sembly and upon all to whom the au-
thority of government is given. Help
them to meet their responsibilities
during these days, to attend to the im-
mediate needs and concerns of the mo-
ment, all the while enlightened by the
majesty of Your creation and Your
eternal spirit.

The season of graduation for millions
of American youth is upon us. May our
appreciation as a Nation of the value of
education among those who are our fu-
ture be incentive enough to guarantee
its importance in our public policy
considerations.

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House this day be for Your great-
er honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
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ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

on

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

IT°S ABOUT TIME TO GET THE
FACTS ON BENGHAZI

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
has been 19 months since terrorists
stormed the American consulate in
Benghazi. Four Americans were mur-
dered. Today, their killers still roam
free somewhere in Libya. Why have
none of them been apprehended?

Meanwhile, back in the United
States, more questions than answers
remain for this administration.

Who is responsible for failing to res-
cue those victims? Who is responsible
for the massive secrecy campaign of
hiding what actually happened? Where
was the administration during the time
of the attack? Why did Ambassador
Rice mislead the world on national tel-
evision as to the facts?

A new email has surfaced from the
White House entitled, “PREP CALL
with Susan,” where the administration
created a goal ‘“‘to underscore that
these protests are rooted in an Internet
video, and not a broader failure of pol-
icy.”

Why didn’t the administration just
tell America the truth about what hap-
pened?

I applaud Speaker BOEHNER for estab-
lishing a select committee on Benghazi
to find out the truth. People in govern-
ment that concealed and botched the
Benghazi murders and the terrorists
who Kkilled Americans should be held
accountable. Justice requires it—and
justice is what we do.

And that’s just the way it is.
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